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Church Life 
 

 

The Search Committee and the Council are pleased to announce 

that an Interim Pastor has been identified and accepted our call 

to help us define our future, and prepare us to call a new settled 

senior pastor. 

His name is Dr. Reverend Marvin Morgan.  He has been a United 

Church of Christ pastor for more than 29 years.  He has 23 years 

of service as a senior or associate pastor at the local church level, 

and for the last 6 years he has worked with 3 congregations as 

an Intentional Interim Minister. 

Pastor Morgan is an African-American gentleman who comes to 

us from Atlanta, Georgia.  His wife of 31 years, Mae will remain 

in Atlanta where she works as a hospital system administrator.  

He is a father of 4 grown children and a grandfather of 6 children 

who call him PopPop. 

Pastor Morgan earned a Bachelor of Arts in Religion & 

Philosophy degree from Elon University, a Master of Divinity 

degree in Church Administration from Duke University Divinity 

School, and a Doctor of Ministry degree in Church Administration 

& Leadership from Drew University.  He is a lifetime learner and 

has participated in numerous continuing education 

programs; and, importantly, has received specialized training and 

certifications in Intentional Interim Ministry. 

Pastor Morgan has also been active at the Denominational level, having served on numerous Committees 

including the UCC Executive Council, the Wider Church Ministries Board and as Moderator of the UCC’s 

General Synod 27. 

Other secular and non-secular positions he has held include:  Minister of Pastoral Care & Counseling; Faith 

Communities Coordinator & Organizer; Director of Continuing Education at Interdenominational Theological 

Center; Chaplain for Fulton County Georgia Government; and currently serves as an instructor in Interim 

Ministry on the faculty of the Center for Congregational Health. 

Some of his comments from our interviews with him included references to his demonstrated skills in 

administrative leadership, educational program development and management; and his love of being a 
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pastor, and deriving great joy in getting to know members and families of the local church through pastoral 

visitation and by providing compassionate care of souls in times of crises. 

One of Pastor Morgan’s references probably summed up the Search Committee’s assessment of his abilities 

best.  They said: 

“Marvin's dedication and tireless efforts to visit and minister to our sick, hospitalized, and home bound church 

members has been his most noteworthy practice of ministry. His tireless efforts to train and guide our 

Transition Team and Pastor Search Committee during this interim period have empowered the Church to 

overcome many challenges and properly prepared us for our next settled Pastor. Marvin's services and 

sermons resonate with powerful messages and wonderful translations of God's word that are easily 

understood and truly meaningful to our everyday lives. His ability to listen without judgement and to provide 

meaningful counsel to members experiencing personal challenges or concerns is remarkable. His outreach to 

our community and other congregations has created a much greater bond between our church and local 

missions, Christian organizations, and care facilities.” 

The Search Committee and Church Council are excited that Pastor Morgan will be joining our Congregation.  

We give thanks to our Lord for the leadership skills and experience that he will be sharing with us, as, together 

we seek to hear God’s voice and what he calls us to do in the future. 

Pastor Morgan will be joining us April 5th and will be leading our worship on Palm Sunday, April 9th.  We are 

currently putting together plans for welcoming Pastor Morgan into our midst.  So stay tuned for further 

details. 

Thank you. 

Lent 
Lent is a time when we remember that after Jesus’ baptism the spirit 

drove him out into the wilderness. He spent 40 days fasting and praying. 

He was tempted by Satan multiple times, but found clarity and strength 

to resist this temptation. Jesus was now ready to begin his ministry. Jesus 

needed some time with God during this major transition in his life. Maybe 

we also need some time apart from our everyday routine to see God more clearly. Lent is about intentionally 

finding time with God as we look for direction in our lives. 

Palm Sunday 

Palm Sunday is April 9th.  We will be having one worship service at 9:30 

followed by a reception to welcome Rev. Dr. Marvin Morgan.  We hope all 

will attend! 
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Small Groups 

During Lent, we will gather in small groups of ten to twelve people to discuss and experience the spiritual 

discipline Discernment. The Way of Discernment is a wonderful introduction to the practice of discernment as 

a process, an attitude, and a lifestyle. Its discussions, stories, resources, and exercises are a treasure trove of 

helps for growth in hearing God individually and corporately. It seeps gently into your soul.  

Groups are as follows: 

Monday’s at 1pm in the Church Parlor – Judy Brickey 

Monday’s at 5pm at the Cason’s Home – Pastor Katie Jo Bielke 

Wednesday’s at 7pm in the Church Atrium – Joy Honegger 

Thursday’s at 7pm at the Donovan’s Home – Clyde Donovan 

It’s not too late to sign up! 

Hymn Requests  

It was brought up at the Annual Meeting by Ed Bluemner 
that he would love to hear some of his favorite old 
hymns in worship. Pastor Katie Jo  explained that she uses 
one hymn that fits the worship theme for the week and 
then she in cludes an old hymn in service. As Pastor Katie 
Jo and the Elders continued that conversation, we thought 
it a good idea to ask members for their  favorite old 
hymns. So, there will be a sign -up sheet in the narthex/office for members to request their 
favorite hymns and then Pastor Katie Jo will work those hymns into upcoming worship 
services. 

 

  Reminder: No Book Club for March 
 

January/February Church Council Highlights  
¶ Approved calling of Rev. Dr. Marvin Morgan to our Intentional Interim Senior Pastor position. 

¶ Approved hiring of Amy Rhymer as receptionist/pastoral assistant. 

¶ Approved dismissal of Tom Docter as Music Ministry Director. 

¶ Approved hiring of Cathy Hughes as temporary organist/choir accompanist. 

¶ Approved hiring of Pat Walker as temporary choir director. 

¶ Elected 2017 Council Officers:  Joy Honegger, President; Kim Ferrero, Vice President; Melanie 

Whitworth, Secretary; Judy Brickey, Treasurer  

¶ Approved request for Trivia Night Fundraiser on behalf of General Fund. 
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¶ Agreed on Council member service on Council Committees:  

Deacons  Elders  Trustees 

Rick Laing (Chair)  Christy Pursell (Chair)  Dwayne Gross (Chair) 

Judy Brickey  Brienne Cason  Connie Irvin 

Darryl Collins  Kim Ferrero  Becky McNeil 

Kristi Ham  Joy Honegger  Bill Yanousek 

Melanie Whitworth  David Massa  1-year term vacancy 
 

~~ Thank You ~~  

Cupids, Confections, Convictions a Success – Thanks to our Generous Guests! 
Upstage Productions presented “It’s My Party and I’ll Die If I Want To,” a murder mystery comedy, to 130 guests, some 
of whom were drafted to act.  Many thanks to all who added to the fun in that way.  An even bigger “thank you” to the 
Board members and other volunteers who worked hard to assure everyone got plenty of sweets!  That includes Rhonda 
Fischer, Barb Kusmierczak, Lois Schoeber, Marilyn Huber, Joyce and Sherry Skelton, Dena Bieser, Carla Gain, Judy 
Brickey, and Cindy Dorris.   
Many others helped with set up and serving, including Barb and Dave Lemm, Norb and Linda Kniepp, Ed Bluemner, Rich 
and Rick Skelton, Debbie Weinacht, Barb Johnston, Patti Haddick, and confirmands Ethan Hicks, Max Laing, and Amber 
Gassman. Tony Calza ran the sound for us, and Pastor Katie Jo opened the event with prayer.  (I apologize to whomever I 
may have missed.)  We also had two volunteers and a number of guests from outside our congregation who were there 
because they have used our services and want to support us.  A special thanks goes to Missy Athmer, our Director of 
Marketing, who took care of many details.  We also benefited from many donations of gift cards, bottles of wine, and 
event sponsors. 
It takes of lot of hard workers for an event like this, but it paid off in an enjoyable afternoon and more than $6,000 for 
Community Care!   
 
Thank you to Sharon Lake & granddaughter, Jackie, Clyde & Vicki Donovan, Jean Nicolussi, Dave 
Sheahan, Ken & Phyllis Waltermier, Ed & Lois Bluemner, Paul Werner, and Nancy Blumberg. All of 
whom served Meals on Wheels between February 13 th  and 17 th . Their continued dedication to this 
valuable community service is appreciated.  Thank you for your generous gift of sharing in this 
community outreach.  
 

Thanks to Pastor Katie Jo and our Youth 

Pastor Katie Jo delayed her departure for her Texas vacation in order to bring our youth to interact with the Adult Day 

Participants on Presidents Day.  A good time was had by all!  It’s a wonderful experience to see teenagers and elders 

enjoying each other.  And it’s great that our youth know that people with dementia and other impairments can continue 

to enjoy life.  They certainly enjoyed having the teens play “Winter Bingo” with them.  (It was 70 degrees outside, but all 

the Bingo prizes were gloves, scarves, and hats.)  It takes a fair amount of effort to round up youngsters on a day off 

from school.  Thanks to all who came and warmed the hearts of our participants and staff. 
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GIFTS IN MEMORY OF³ 
General Fund 
 
In memory of Shirley Gili from Kay & Bob Klatt, Phyllis Bethel, and Jim & Gail Herren. 
 
In memory of Doris M. Bauer from Nancy Fischer, Mary Jane & Stella Soehlke, Nancy & Bill Berry, Otto Daech, 
Shere & Harry Dapron, Marvin & Sandra Darling, Jeannine Miller, Beverly Missey, Margie & Charles Renick, 
Richard & Joyce Skelton and Don & Karen Take. 
 
In honor of Charlie & JoAnna Barger for their 50th Wedding Anniversary from Nancy & Bill Berry. 

Budget 

THANK YOU  
The St. John Church Council would like to express its sincere appreciation to all of you who have given so 

generously for the benefit of our church, especially as we begin 2017.  As you can see from the January budget 

report, your donations have helped tremendously.  While we are not yet out of the woods, your generous giving 

has certainly improved our overall financial picture.  Thank you! 

Sunday Attendance 
 9:00 Worship 10:30 Worship Sunday School  

February 5th 148 35   

February 12th 172 35   

February 19th 150 63   

February 26th     

 
Music Minister Director:  

We have made some changes to the music program recently. Tom Docter’s employment with St. John was 

terminated on January 22. Since that time, Pat Walker has volunteered to direct the choir. We have hired 

Cathy Hughes to be the accompanist for the choir and the organist for the church. The plan is for her to 

continue in those roles at least until the end of the choir year. In the meantime, we are evaluating the Music 

Minister Director position description and assembling a new search committee. We will keep you posted.  

 

January 2017 Month Year-To-Date 

Operating Income $62,327.61 $62,327.61 

General Fund Income $89,945.01 $89,945.14 

General Fund Expenses $39,323.06 $39,323.06 

Difference (General Fund) $50,621.95 $50,621.95 
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Pastoral Relations Team:  

The idea for the Pastoral Relat ions Team was born out of the transformation process our chu rch 

went through in 2015 -2016. The idea for the team came from our desire to improve communication 

between the pastors and the congregati on and to support the pastors. The development of the 

team was given to the Elders who asked for recommendations from the  congregation and the 

pastors. We compared the two lists and came up with a great list of people who exhibit great 

Christian character, are open -minded and trustworthy, appreciate different poin ts of view, and are 

willing  to learn into this process. The team members are Rob Berger, Barb Bray, Tammy Craig, Ron 

Winney, and Lori Yanousek. This is a work-in-progress team since it is a new concept at St. John, so 

we would love your input as to how thi s team can help with our church communication and 

address expect ations of members and pastors.  In an effort to keep the lines of communication 

open as we develop this team, we encourage you to talk to them at church, call them, or email 

them at prt@stjohneuc.org .  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Starting Over Grief Support Group 

Χŀ ƴƻƴ-denominational 6-part support series for men and women of all ages who are 

adjusting to the widowed experience. 

Tuesdays, April 18th to May 23rd from 7-9 pm 

West Conference Room of St. John EUCC, 307 Clay St. Collinsville, IL 62234 

For more information contact church office at 618-344-2526 

Happy Wonderers Trip to Magic Chef Mansion  

Join the Happy Wandere rs for a full day of activities on May 12 th1##Zh#zloo#eh#wrxulqj#Jxv§#

Pretzels, Magic Chef Mansion /#Elvvlqjhu§v#Fkrfrodwh#Idfwru|/#dqg#Vrxodug#Pdunh|#frpsohwh#

with lunch at the Old Spaghetti Factory.  For full details on this exciting day, please pick up 

a  flyer under the sign up sheet in the office or narthex.  The cost will be $75 per person and 

the reservations will need to be made by April 21 st along with entrée choice.  For questions 

please contact Vicki Donovan 618 -344-6809 or cdonovan4@charter.net .  

Prayer Chain  

If you are interested in being added to our Prayer Chain via email, please let Amy know at 

the office.  Anyone can make a prayer request, then it will be sent out for everyone to add 

to their prayers.  

mailto:prt@stjohneuc.org
mailto:cdonovan4@charter.net
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Online Giving 

Online giving is now available on the St. John EUCC Website home page, 
stjohneucc.org. This allows for online giving, one time or recurring.  It 
will soon be enhanced to accept memorials and building fund 
donations.  
 

Share your pride in St. John by following us on Facebook and 

“Checking In” whenever you are here. Let your friends know you are 

excited to be part of a church that continues to explore ways to make 

God’s Love Real. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜƭǇ 
With spring, Easter, and a new Interim Senior Pastor 

coming we need to get this place spruced up a little 

bit. The Trustees are working on a list of inside and 

outside projects that could use some attention. We 

are planning the cleanup day For April 1st at 9:00 with an alternate rain day of April 8th at 9:00. 

We are thinking we will be finished by noon.  We can use whatever time you can spare. Bring 

your rakes, shovels, buckets, sponges and plenty of elbow grease.  

Please sign up in the church office or in the Narthex.  

Thanks, St John Trustees    

 Faith Hall Facts 
 

Faith Walking 
January Mileage = 747 miles! 
Lenten Prayer Theme: Take Up Your Cross and Follow Me 
Monday-Friday, 7:00-9:00 a.m. & 11:00-1:00 p.m. 
20 laps = 1 mile  
Greeters help you log your progress!  Free-Will Offering 
Warm, Dry, and Safe Place to Walk! 
No walking March 6th (Casimir Pulaski Day) and March 17th (Learning Tree Nursery Rhyme Program) 
 
Zumba 

¶ Tuesdays 7:00 p.m. 

¶ $5 at the door 

¶ Open to the Public 
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Pickleball 

¶ Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m.   

¶ Free Will Offering 

¶ Questions, contact Norb Kniepp, 345-7270                     
¶ NO Pickleball on March 8th 

 

Tops – Weight Loss Support Group 

¶ Thursday’s Weigh In begins at 6:30 p.m.  

¶ Contact Carolyn Peter at 345-6218 for more information. 

¶ Faith Hall Stage Conference Room 
 

Volleyball 

¶ Mondays 7:00 p.m.  

¶ Volleyball Looking for Additional Players! 

¶ Free Will Offering 

¶ Questions call Mike Fischer, 581-8005; or Dana, 344-2526. 
 

Adult Basketball 

¶ Wednesday, 8:00 p.m. 

¶ Free Will Offering 

¶ Open Play 
 

There will not be HHH on March 7th or 9th due to Spring Break for our college tutors.  The last 

day of HHH for the school year is April 4th.  Then work begins on planning for the HHH 

Summer Camp feeding program.  We are looking for volunteers to assist with the lesson 

planning and volunteers willing to help with the meal prep & serving and the activities 

portion of the program.  Contact Dana at 344-2526 if you can help!! 

 

 

Spirit of Sharing Soup Kitchen  
St. John Church will host S.O.S. on Tuesday, March 7th at the First United Presbyterian 

Church located at 201 East Church Street.  Please look in the Narthex on Sunday for a sign-

up sheet to volunteer to help or provide food.  The Learning Tree Preschool will be 

helping serve S.O.S. on March 7th. 

The next Soup Kitchen Coalition meeting is on Thursday, March 30th at 7pm in Faith Hall.  

All are welcome! 

St. John Receives Grant for S.O.S. 

On behalf of The United Church of Christ and Justice Witness Ministries, St. John Church received a $2,000 

grant for the Spirit of Sharing (S.O.S.) Soup Kitchen. This grant was made possible through contributions to 

our Neighbors in Need offering collected among members of UCC congregations.   

Dana Callahan applied for the grant in November of 2016 with the hopes of securing enough money to replace 

the inoperable Southbend stove in the Fellowship Hall kitchen. The oven has not worked in months and was 

unable to be repaired.  S.O.S. needs all three ovens to cook enough casseroles to serve the patrons every 

Thursday night and to cook the food for the HHH Summer Camp program.  We are very happy to get the stove 

replaced so it can be used for the many other church functions that need it, too! 
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Sunday School Physical Offering  

The Sunday School children will continue collecting fruit cups and granola bars to put into the sack 

lunches prepared each week at S.O.S. for the patrons to take home for the next day.  There will be 

a bin in the Atrium marked S.O.S. if you would like to contrib ute to this mission too!  

Crib Room Volunteer Needed 

We are in need of a volunteer to take care of our youngest members and visitors on the 2nd and the 5th 

Sunday of each month.  This is only a once a month commitment and is such an important ministry for our 

church.  Contact Dana if you are willing to help. 

Preschool Class 

3 and 4-year-old Preschool students are dropped off in Room 5 of the Education Building.  They must be 

signed in and out by parent.  K-6th grade students will start in worship with their parents and are then excused 

to go to Sunday School.  Parents then pick-up these children from Holystone Hall at 10a.m. 

March Lessons: 

March 5th – The Transfiguration 

March 12th – The Centurion’s Servant 

March 19th – Jesus Heals Two Blind Men 

March 26th – The Sower 

K-4th Grade Rotation Sunday School – The Miracles of Jesus 

5th & 6th Grade Sunday School – Lessons include applying Bible knowledge to everyday life situations. 

Jr. & Sr. High Sunday School – A fun was to connect with your friends starting with a light breakfast in the 

Faith Hall Kitchen and then moving to classrooms to learn the Good News together. 

 

Annual Giving Statements 

This year we are trying save money with paper usage and postage.  We have tried emailing the annual 

statements out in January, but there were a number of members who did not receive them.  Going forward I 

ask that each of you stop by the office to let me know how you would like to receive your statements going 

forward.  Your choices are printed and mailed or emailed. If you have any questions, please let me know. 

Thanks – Amy Rhymer 
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Youth Ministries 
Youth Ministries March 2017 
 
Youth Ministries would like to challenge all the 
other church organizations to donate to the 
DuBois on Broadway fundraiser in some form or 
fashion.  Youth Ministries will take the lead by 
donating a Smores in a Fire Pit for the Silent 
Auction.  We will be asking all Sunday School 
families to donate to a Gift Card Tree for the 
auction. 
There are several ways to help: 
 

Attend the Event – tickets are $50 per person or 
you may reserve a full table of 8 and save $50! 
 

Monetary Donations – make checks payable to 
Illinois South Conference, marked for DuBois 
Gala and mail to Illinois South Conference, 1312 
Broadway Street, Highland, IL 62249 
 

Donate an Item – if you have a special item to 
donate, or if your group would like to create a 
gift basket, let Dana know and she will make 
arrangements for all the items to be collected 
on the same date. 
 
To be acknowledged in the program, donations 
must be made by April 28th. 
DuBois Center is a jewel of the Illinois South 
Conference and deserves our support! 

 
 

 
 
 

Save the Dates! 
VBS 

July 10th ς 14th 
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Outreach Ministries  

The work at Uni-Pres Kindercottage continues day in and day out. We 
try to share the joy we find in the children with you when we can. We 
tell you of the frustration with funding sources when you ask. And 
every day we give thanks to God for the opportunity to do the work we 
do with the children, with you and on your behalf in Jesus’ name. 

We invite you to celebrate with us and support a new fund raising event in a special way. On April 1st at 5:00 
p.m. we will have audience participation, a silent auction, a delicious dinner catered by St. Paul UCC’s own 
Culinaires. At only $40 per ticket (table of 8 $300) for fine dining and professional entertainment, we think the 
night is an awesome bargain. If you like “Whose Line Is It Anyway”, Second City or Saturday Night Live 
(selected years), you will love the Paper Slip Theater.  We don’t want to give anything away but you will help 
decide some of the action on the stage. There will also be a wide selection of silent auction items available. 
Come early, bid often!  For tickets or more information, call 618-874-6505. 
 

Monthly Donations for Kindercottage  
The Church Council has suggested we would help assist Kindercottage, on a monthly basis, 
similar to what we do for the CAMA Food Pantry.  Needed items will be listed in the 
Informer, each month.  When out shopping please consider purchasing any/all of the listed 
ÉÔÅÍÓ ÁÎÄ ÂÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÍ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ*  ; ÃÏÎÔÁÉÎÅÒ ÍÁÒËÅÄ |@ÏÒ EÉÎÄÅÒÃÏÔÔÁÇÅz ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
atrium, and each month the donated items will be taken to them.   
The requested items for March are:  
PineSol, Windex, oven cleaner, toilet bowl cleaner, tub & tile cleaner, disinfectant 
wipes, bleach, and stainless steel cleaner.   
Your support will be greatly appreciated by the staff and children of Kindercottage.  
 
 
 

Helping Hands Team Leaders and Volunteers Needed  
 
One of the most important parts of Helping Hands is to help the serving of funeral lunches.  
This is one way our church family can help those who have lost a loved one and one way 
we can let them know we care.  
Helping Hands needs your su pport and help.  We are in need of Team Leaders and 
Volunteers to help set up and serve the funeral lunches.  I hope you will give thought to 
joining this group of women who give their time.  
If you would like to be a team leader, volunteer helper, or if yo u have helped in the past 
and would like to continue helping with the Funeral Lunches, please let me know by calling 
618-344-2889 or email at paw32@att.net .  
 
Let us show others in a time of sorrow that we care.  
 
Phyllis Waltermire  
 

mailto:paw32@att.net
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Collection container located in the Atrium                         ****Volunteers and heavy lifters needed 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Join faith in Action as a Volunteer Driver; 

And Recruit Your Family and Friends Too! 

ά¢ǿƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŀƴ ƻƴŜΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǳŎŎŜŜŘΧ ¢ƘǊŜŜ ŀǊŜ ŜǾŜƴ ōŜǘǘŜǊΣ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǘǊƛǇƭŜ-

ōǊŀƛŘŜŘ ŎƻǊŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ōǊƻƪŜƴΦέ (Ecclesiastes 4:9-12) 

So your life is very busy and full of activities – with family, friends, church, work, grandchildren.  But ask 

yourself these questions: Could your busy schedule allow you to fit in some volunteer driving to help your 

neighbors?  And could you recruit a friend or tow to share these acts of faith?  Faith in Action needs volunteers 

to help with transportation for seniors and adults with disabilities, especially during weekdays for trips to 

medical appointments, the grocery, the pharmacy, or the hairdresser. 

Just two or three hours once a week or once a month will make a big difference in the life of a care receiver 

who needs a ride and a friendly ear.  Faith in Action volunteer drivers are different from other transportation 

providers because they stay with care receivers at doctor’s offices or at hair salons, or they can help put away 

groceries.  They don’t just drop off our care receivers like a bus and let them fend for themselves. 

Volunteers also provide transportation on weekends to our social events for Elder Connection.  They drive 

care receivers and join the fun eating lunch at different local restaurants, or participate at parties and events 

at local churches or area assisted living facilities. 

Interested?  Learn more about volunteer driving for Faith in Action by calling 618-344-8080.  Talk to Kristi or 

Beth.  And recruit your family and friends in joining you as a volunteer.  You’ll have fun, and you’ll feel good 

about helping your neighbors. 

/!a! CƻƻŘ tŀƴǘǊȅ CƻƻŘ LǘŜƳǎ bŜŜŘŜŘΥ 
¶ Soups-All kinds 

¶ Toiletry Products 

¶ Breakfast Cereals—all kinds 

¶ Chili 

¶ Beef Stew 
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Winter is almost over and spring is on the way.  Springtime at Learning Tree means it’s time again for our 

three-year-old Nursery Rhyme Programs.  The children and teachers have started to prepare for this big event 

and would like to invite everyone to come and see what they can do!  The Nursery Rhyme Programs will be 

held at 6:00 and 7:30 on Friday, March 17th in Faith Hall. 

Our next and final Family Fun Night for this school year will be on March 8th.  Family Fun Nights are so much 

fun and we can’t thank Dana Callahan enough for planning these evenings! 

Open registration for the 2017-2018 school year continues with Mrs. Rose.  If you know of any families with 2, 

3, or 4-year-old or Kindergarten age children who may be interested in attending Learning Tree please pass on 

this information.  They can call the school for more information at 618-344-2562. 

Summer Tree classes will be offered again this summer for children who have finished a 3-year-old preschool 

program through age 6.  The schedule will be listed in the April Informer. 

We are in need of small prizes or toys to be given away as prizes for the games at our year end carnival.  If you 

have any left-over party favors, McDonald’s giveaways etc., please bring them to Mrs. Rose. These can be new 

or gently used. Thank you!! 

Happy Spring! 

Karen Rose – Learning Tree Director 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

https://thelearningtreestjohneucc.wordpress.com

/  

Mark your calendars… AARP Smart Driver Course 

Wednesday and Thursday April 26th & 27th here at St. John’s 

church. 

AARP members $15, non-members $20 

Call to reserve your seat! 618-344-5008 

Rae Brill - Instructor 

https://thelearningtreestjohneucc.wordpress.com/
https://thelearningtreestjohneucc.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Learning-Tree-Preschool-456582191052016/
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 222 Goethe Ave 
 Collinsville, IL 62234 
 618-344-5008 
 www.stjohnscc.org 
 
 

 
“Reach Out and Touch” was the anthem on February 12.  The lyrics poignantly direct us to reach out and touch those 
who are hungry, despairing, torn and dirty, lonely, a stranger, “and let the smile of God touch through you.”  This 
certainly reflected Pastor Katie Jo’s message that morning, but it also reflects what Community Care’s ministry does.   
 
If you were at our murder mystery event, you had the opportunity to read a number of vignettes and expressions of 
gratitude from families touched by our ministry.  The following was offered by Mrs. Epps, who brought her son Maurice 
to the event with her. 
 
Before suffering a traumatic brain injury at 22 years old, my Maurice was a happy go lucky person. He liked to have fun 
ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŀŎǘƛǾŜΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŀǎǇƛǊƛƴƎ ǘŜƴƴƛǎ ǇƭŀȅŜǊΦ  LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ он ȅŜŀǊǎ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ŎŀǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ 
him at our home. 
 
aŀǳǊƛŎŜ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ŀƴ ŀŘǳƭǘ Řŀȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƻǳǊ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ŀǊŜΦ 
²Ŝ ƭƛƪŜŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǎŀǿ ŀƴŘ ŦŜƭǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ aŀǳǊƛŎŜΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ŀ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ 
and not have a lapse in care for Maurice. 
 
aŀǳǊƛŎŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ Ƙƛǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀǘ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƳŜ ƘŀǇǇȅΦ L Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƘƛƳ ǎƳƛƭŜ ŀƴŘ 
to know he is looking forward to socializing and getting out of the house.  Maurice enjoys all the music and special 
ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƘŜ ƎŜǘǎ ŀǘ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ ŀ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻȅ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǎǘ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŦŀŎŜΗ 
 
I have noticed over the past few months how Maurice seems more content and his confidence is growing.  He is even 
helping me do things around the house and taking care of more of his personal needs.  I sometimes struggled to get him 
to cooperate with my suggestions. But since Maurice has been attending the program, he is more content and seems to 
have less anxiety. He is more compassionate and caring.  He is responding well to all the love that surrounds him. 
 
Doris Epps 
 
We appreciate Mrs. Epps’ kind words and affirmation that our efforts make a better world for our families, each of 
whom has their own story.  Thanks to the congregation of St. John Evangelical United Church of Christ for making it 
possible for us to let the love of God touch so many through our ministry. 
 

 

Knights of Columbus Breakfast to Benefit 

Community Care & Faith in Action 

If you enjoy breakfast after Sunday worship, consider eating at the Knights of Columbus Hall on March 19th.  

Breakfast is $9 and generally includes eggs, ham, sausage, biscuits & gravy, pancakes, coffee, and juice.  The 

Knights support a number of local ministries with a monthly breakfast like this.  No reservations needed.            

(The K of C Hall is located on IL 157 just south of West Main Street.) 
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Sunday Preaching Schedule 

March 5th  9:00 am Classic Worship   Katie Jo Bielke, Pastor 

 10:30 a.m. Mosaic Worship Katie Jo Bielke, Pastor 

March 12th  9:00 am Classic Worship Katie Jo Bielke, Pastor 

 10:30 am  Mosaic Worship Katie Jo Bielke, Pastor 

March 19th  9:00 am Classic Worship Katie Jo Bielke, Pastor 

 10:30 am Mosaic Worship Katie Jo Bielke, Pastor 

March 26th  9:00 a.m. Classic Worship Katie Jo Bielke, Pastor 

 10:30 a.m. Mosaic Worship Katie Jo Bielke, Pastor 


